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From the Superintendent

I am very excited to be back at
one of the most beautiful places
on earth.—Antietam National
Battlefield—as the park’s new
superintendent. As most of you
probably know, I first came to
the battlefield in 1997 as assistant
superintendent and then moved
on to become the first
superintendent at Monocacy
National Battlefield. Much of my
own research over the past
couple of decades has focused on
the commemorative
development of Antietam, and I
feel honored to become one of
the long line of stewards who
have worked to preserve this
sacred landscape. It is

particularly exciting to be
here for the 150th anniversary
of the battle. While I know it
will be a lot of work, I am
very much looking forward
to the coming year.
It did not take me very long
to discover that Antietam
Battlefield has a tremendous
cadre of people who work
here as guides and volunteers
and are passionate about this
place. I want you to know
that I am supportive of the
Guide program and will
work diligently with Bob
Casey and Jim Rosebrock to
ensure its continued success
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and development. I see you
all as partners with the NPS
in our dual mission of
educating the public and
preserving the battlefield for
future generations. I
understand that a new “crop”
of guides, all presently
volunteers at the park, have
passed the test and entered
the mentoring program. I
wish you all success and look
forward to working with all
the guides on a successful
150th commemoration.
- Susan Trail
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Guidelines with Jim Rosebrock
Welcome to the first edition of our
new guide newsletter Antietam
Echoes. I want to thank John Schildt
and Claude Schach for volunteering
to be the editors and to those of you
who have contributed to the first
edition of what I hope will be an
interesting
and
informative
periodical.
In the months since I became Guide
Chief, I have worked with many of
you to prepare us for the 150th
Anniversary in a number of ways.
Our
training
committee
that
includes Justin Mayhue, Brian
Richardson,
and
Bill
Sagle
administered the guide test in
January and subsequently graded it
and provided feedback to the
applicants.
In the tradition of
rigorous
written
guide
examinations begun by Stephen
Recker, we had only six guide
candidates emerge from the rather
large group of applicants and these
folks are now in an equally
challenging mentoring process. My
thanks go to the aforementioned
members of the training committee
and also John Schildt, Randy
Buchman, Mike Gamble, and Dan
Vermilya for volunteering their time
as mentors. I also appreciate the
offers to help with mentoring from
others of you.
Our marketing committee consists
of Steve Malovich, Bill Sagle, Joe
Stahl, and Gary Rohrer. We have
been meeting regularly with Steve
calling in from faraway Buffalo
New York to develop additional
opportunities for us to show visitors
what a great and important place
Antietam is. We have partnered up
with the Hagerstown Convention
and Visitor’s Bureau (CVB) and
Roadrunner
Travel,
a
local
transportation company to offer
Saturday tours lead by our guides.

From April to October, Roadrunner will
transport visitors to our area from
Hagerstown and other points to the
park where one of our guides will take
them around the field. Our agreement
with them involves about 50 tours this
summer.
The Hagerstown CVB is
funding advertising and promotion of
this initiative. We are also looking at
providing
a
signature
Antietam
Battlefield Guides tour of one very
specific part of the battlefield in
October. There will be more on this at
our business meeting. This committee
also has designed and has acquired new
credentials (badges) for our guides
which we will use this year. Finally
Gary Rohrer, a member of this
committee has graciously offered to be
our point of contact for shirts, jackets
and possible other guide accouterments
this year.
I would add here my thanks to the Park
Service for allowing us to use an
upstairs meeting room at the Newcomer
House for all of our committee
meetings. It is a great out-of-the-way
yet convenient place for us to conduct
business and I thank Ranger Christie
Stanczak for helping to arrange this.
A goal that I know I share with many of
you is to promote opportunities for
fraternal and social interaction among
us beyond just the business of giving
tours. As a community we are a unique
group of students of the Maryland
Campaign and there are many
possibilities for us as a group to
encourage and support each other and
our ongoing studies of the Maryland
Campaign. To that end, we now have a
social
outreach
and
recognition
committee that includes John Schildt
and Claude Schach.
They seek to
promote and enhance the reputation of
our guide service as a fraternal, collegial
organization
dedicated
to
the
furtherance of scholarship and historical
preservation. This newsletter is the first

of their endeavors. Be looking
for other opportunities this year
for some informal social
gatherings
and
a
guide
recognition dinner in the
autumn. I encourage you to
work on this committee if you
have the time and interest.
I would be remiss if I didn’t
thank Dan Vermilya for all his
work in the off-season on the
new
guide
website
and
Facebook page. Dan keeps both
these online instruments timely
and interesting. If you haven’t
“liked” our Facebook page or
“followed” our guide website, I
encourage you to do so.
There is lots more going on but
I will leave that to the next
edition of Antietam Echoes. It is
a great pleasure to work with
every one of you and I look
forward to seeing you on the
battlefield.

-Jim Rosebrock

Guide Tours 2008-2011
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Question of the Day…

The Army of Northern Virginia broke camp south of
Frederick on September 10. It rained some on September
11 and again on the 12th. Yet Special Order No. 191,
wrapped around the cigars was dry and the writing
legible. How did this happen? Where was the order, in a
tree trunk? Under debris? Who knows?

Original Park Headquarters

Our Guide of the
Quarter – Bill Sagle

The Long Line
By John Schildt

On Sunday night, September 14, 1862, a little boy heard
the tramp, tramp, tramp of marching feet marching
through Keedysville. Later, he met the veterans of the
Battlefield and became the first battlefield guide. His
name of course was O.T. Reilly. Soon there was another
gentleman selling souvenirs and offering tours. His name
was Martin Burgan.
During the ensuing years, E. Russell Hicks, a
distinguished Washington County educator, wrote
extensively about the civilians and the Dunker Church,
and offered modified tours. Then in the 1940s the Park
Superintendent asked Page “Ted” Otto and a Mr.
Chapman to lead tours. However, at that time, there was
no interstate, and Sharpsburg was rather remote. The
volume of visitation was small. The Visitor’s Center was
a little room above the park office in the National
Cemetery. In the late 50’s and early 60’s the park
benefitted by the work and presence of Louis Tuckerman,
a teacher at HCC.

e

Still later men who worked and served as volunteers
were available for tours. The Park gave the list of names,
and the person who wanted a tour began calling from the
list. Some of the folks were Bill Adams, Ray Fournier,
Gary Delphey, and yours truly. Also in that list was Walt
Smith. One year when volunteers from across the nation
were honored in Washington, Walt accepted the award
for us. Linda Gray who at the time was the star of the TV

Bill Sagle (center) with fellow guides Joe Stahl and Gary Rohrer

Bill Sagle has been a student of the Civil War as long
as he can remember and a reenactor, volunteer and
guide at Antietam for many years. Antietam Echoes
caught up with Bill recently.
Antietam Echoes: How long have you been a guide
at Antietam National Battlefield and what other
Civil War related activities did you do prior to
becoming a guide?
Bill: I have been a guide at Antietam since 2006. As
far as other Civil War related activities, I began as a
volunteer at Antietam in 1981 and did soldier
portrayals and living history. I did the same things
at Gettysburg, Richmond, Chickamauga and some
state battlefields too. Antietam has always had
excellent rangers and I learned quite a bit when I was
starting out fro Ted Alexander and Paul Chiles. Civil

Continued on page 4
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Bill Sagle continued

War reenacting occupied quite a bit
of my time in the 80’s and 90’s and it
was a rewarding experience as far as
learning the practical applications of
drill & marching. It was, also a great
opportunity to meet people with a
sincere interest in the war and earn
fro them. Dr. Tom Clemens was a
fellow reenactor back then and,
needless to say, I learned from him.
Antietam Echoes: When did you
first become interested in the Civil
War?
Bill: Really I cannot remember a
time that I was NOT interested in the
Civil War. My parents were not
students of the war, but they
definitely had an interest and I
picked it up from them at an early
age. My mother was an admirer of
Abraham Lincoln. My father tended
to favor the Confederates. So, I knew
early on that there were two sides to
the issue.
Antietam Echoes: What are some of
the first books that you read on the
Civil War?
Bill: As a kid, I was at the mercy of
what the Washington County
Library had on its shelves. It is
difficult to say what I read first, but I
do remember reading some of
Stackpole’s books to get the
chronology of the campaigns. I read
Lee’s Lieutenants, some of Bruce
Catton, Shelby Foote and on by some
local author, I think his name is John
Schildt and I am pretty sure that the
name of the book is Drums Along the
Antietam.
Antietam Echoes: Can you recall
your first visit to Antietam or any
other battlefield?
Bill: I cannot recall my first visit.
Certainly, my parents brought me to
Antietam by the time I was seven

years old. My first recollections are of my
father reading the various battlefield
tablets and remarking that the soldiers
from as far away as Louisiana &
Mississippi met here to fight soldiers
from as far away as Vermont and New
Hampshire. When you are a kid,
something like that makes quite an
impression.
Antietam Echoes: What aspects of the
Civil War interest you most?
Bill: Tactics and weaponry interest me
very much. The individual personalities
of the participants are fascinating. But
the idea that people from Georgia and
Virginia can become enemies of people
from Pennsylvania & New York when
someone whom they do not even know
decides it to be is something that I still
find disturbing about humankind.
Antietam Echoes: Who are a few people
in the Civil War whom you find most
interesting?
Bill: I will list two. It might be a bit of a
surprise, but on the Union side, I find
Robert
GeneralE. Lee
Grenville
Dodge
quite
interesting. Event though he did not
fight in the eastern theatre, he was a very
capable military leader and his work on
the trans-continental railroad was
invaluable. On the Confederate side,
without a doubt it is General Maxcy
Gregg of South Carolina. He was truly a
“renaissance man.”
Antietam Echoes: What other periods of
history do you have an interest in?
Bill: World War Two. In the 1990’s
during
the
50th
Anniversary
commemorations, I took a bit of leave
from the Civil War to study World War
Two. Then, as a way of remembering
some of the soldiers of that war in 1996
and 1998 I hiked the Normandy coastline
along the invasion route with a friend. I
have always preferred understated
remembrances to parades, jet flyovers or
any kind of commercially motivated or

"My intention is simply
this-I will pay no
attention to popular
clamor-quietly, &
quickly as possible,
make this Army strong
enough & efficient
enough to give me a
reasonable certainty
that, if I am able to
handle the form, I will
win the first battle."

"Richmond was never so
safe as when her
defenders were absent."

loud celebrations. Hiking
that coastline along the
roads
traversed
by
American,
British
&
Canadian soldiers in 1944
was my way of paying them
respect.
Antietam Echoes:
Lastly
Bill, What are some of your
interests besides history?
Bill:
Wine. Baseball. Ice
hockey. Old movies (from
the 1920’s thru the 40’s).
Combining these interests
and
many
others
is
something that my wife and
I try to do as often as we can.
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Save Historic Antietam Foundation

G

program Dallas kissed him. Walt, a former Marine was
giving a tour to a group of Marines when he was
stricken by a heart attack and died near the Visitor’s
Center. I am sure we have missed some.

SHAF has contributed a large sum of money toward
the purchase of the Cement Mill at Shepherdstown.
In turn, SHAF has received numerous contributions
to the project.

Then of course came WMIA which has been a great
help with credit cards, arrangements etc, as well as
Steve Recker, and now the current crew dedicated to
telling the story of the sacred ground and hallowed
hills.

Soon a panel will be reviewing submissions for a
battlefield research project. This will be funded with
monies from the Joseph Harsh Scholarship Fund. A
family member will be on the selection committee.
Joe of course, left us all too soon, and was a great
scholar and historian.

- John Schildt

ON THE HORIZON
April 4 and May 2 – Antietam Advisory
Committee
April 8 – Easter Sunrise Service in the
Observation Room. The Sharpsburg area
churches sponsor this service. It is an awesome
experience to see the sun rise over South
Mountain and Red Hill.
April 21 Hagerstown Civil War Round Table
Antietam Hospital Tour
Connecticut Remembers – 3:00 PM - A Memorial
Service at the United Church of Christ, followed
by a walk to the National Cemetery, and an
address by Superintendent Susan Trail.
May 5 Four buses from the National Fire
Academy in Emmitsburg
May 26 Memorial Day in Sharpsburg

SHAF had a spring work party on March 17 which
continued work with the Park Service in creating a
spur of the Final Attack Trail from Branch Avenue up
to the Hawkins’ Zouaves Monument. The trail
should be ready by the 150th anniversary weekend.
- John Schildt

THESE
HONORED
DEAD
As
one
walks
through
the
National Cemetery,
he or she often
wonders who they
were? Where did they come from? What did they look like?
In the Maryland section is Edwin McKeldin, killed in action
at Monocacy. He was an ancestor of former Governor
Theodore McKeldin. Just inside the main gate is the grave of
Austin Michael. He was a member of the 115th Infantry, 29th
Division, and was killed in action on October 18, 1918. “Big
Mike’s” name is associated with the Clopper-Michael
American Legion Post in Boonsboro.

Travelling…
Dan Vermilya has been back home in Ohio for the winter and volunteering at the James A. Garfield National
Historic Site at Mentor Ohio. He recently visited a number of Tennessee battlefields in March including
Shiloh, Fort Donelson, and Stone River. Watch his blog for more details. Gary Rohrer just returned from
vacation in Florida and managed to get to Fort Pulaski on the way down. Mike Priest will miss the guide
meeting at the end of March but he will be addressing three separate Civil War Round Tables in Australia!
Safe travels Mike. And Jim Rosebrock will be addressing a Civil War Symposium at Fort Snelling Minnesota
on April 14th. Are you off to any place interesting? Drop us a line and let us know about it.
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Keepers of the Fields
By John Schildt

The dedication noted that he was the first
president of the Sharpsburg PTA and was
instrumental in getting the new school
constructed. From 1943-1949, he was Vice
President of the Washington County Board
of Education. He was president of the
Community Club that purchased and
presented the present Community Hall to
the town. He was also active in the
Sharpsburg Lions Club and the American
Red Cross.
In the office of the Superintendent
of Antietam National Battlefield,
there is a listing of those who have
served in that capacity. To a degree,
we are the keepers of he sacred
fields of Antietam. In future
editions, we hope to have some of
the stories of those who have
carried the torch in the past. But we
begin with a physician from South
Carolina…
THEY CALLED HIM “DOC”
I have marveled at the doctors,
teachers and pastors, who through
their careers, have devoted time and
talent to people in small towns and
in
rural
America.
Walter Hal Shealy was a dedicated
physician with a big heart for
Sharpsburg and the folks in the
Antietam Valley. Born in South
Carolina, he came to Sharpsburg in
1928. Here he found his home.
During the next four decades, Doc
Shealy had office hours, made
house calls, delivered babies, and
even treated the sick pets of boys
and girls. In addition, he sought to
learn all he could about the history
and sought to preserve that
heritage. For many years he served
as President of the Washington
County Historical Society.
In 1961 the American Legion
honored “Doc” Shealy for his many
efforts. The Memorial Day program
was dedicated to him.

Doctor Shealy was Director of the Antietam
Division during the 75th Anniversary of the
Battle in 1937. He was instrumental in
purchasing and presenting the deed to the
site of the Dunker Church to the NPS. He
took the lead in doing the same for the
purchase of the Spong farm at Burnside
Bridge. A greater challenge was presented
when he was named chairman of the
Centennial observance of the Battle of
Antietam. In 1962 he joyfully presided over
the rededication of the Dunker Church. He
worked with the State of Maryland and the
local American Legion Post in an effort to
purchase additional lands to preserve the
battlefield. For many years, Doc Shealy
was almost a committee of one to make the
annual Memorial Day observance a
meaningful experience. He was also a
Charter Member of the Sharpsburg
American legion. He was truly involved.
It was truly a great day when Walter Hal
Shealy came to Sharpsburg in 1928, here to
spend the last four decades to raise his son
and daughter and do so many good works.

The Sharpsburg Ambulance
Station was the scene on January
14 for the annual written
examination for people interested
in becoming Antietam Battlefield
Guides. Our Training and
Professional Development
Committee administered and

graded the examination.

Map Challenge
As guides, we should
pride ourselves on a
detailed knowledge of
the battlefield. Here is a
little piece of the 1908
Carmen Copes Map.
Where is this located?
We shouldn’t give you
this hint because it will
give away the answer
but one of the fence
lines is a modern day
War Department Road.
The answer will be in
the next edition of the
newsletter.

The transplanted physician from South
Carolina never returned to his home state.
Here he worked, lived and served in the
shade of the everlasting hills.

Good Luck!
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The STATES Return
Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain wrote:
In great deeds, something abides
On great fields, something stays
Forms change and pass
Bodies disappear, but spirits linger.
And we come to reverence their
memory.
This year, representatives of the
various states involved in the battle of
Antietam or Sharpsburg, will return to
the scene of the conflict to pay homage
to their sons and to recall what they did
here.
The first will be on March 24, Texas
Day. Jerry Holsworth will lead a tour
retracing the advance of the famed
Texas Brigade. 1:00 p.m.
March 31 Maine will remember her
sons. Nicolas Picerno will deliver a talk
on the death of General Mansfield.
April 7 brings Tennessee Day with a
presentation on Archer’s Tennessee
Brigade. 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
April 21 is Connecticut Day with a
brief service, a portrayal of Connecticut
troops and a visit to the National
Cemetery.
Guides, This is your newsletter. As it
evolves, the sky is the limit. We are open
to suggestions contributions, and your
responses to articles. We want to hear
about anything or everything you are
doing that is related to your study of the
Maryland Campaign.
It can be a
memorable tour, an interesting place you
visited, and articles or books you are
working on.
We plan to publish the
newsletter quarterly in an effort to
promote awareness of what is happening
and to promote comradeship among
those of us who have a passion for
Antietam Battlefield. – The Editors (John
Schildt and Claude Schach)

May 5 will be observed is Maryland
Day with Ranger Alann Schmidt and
special emphasis on the Dunker
Church.
This will be followed by Louisiana
Day on the 6th with probable
emphasis on the Louisiana Tigers.
Massachusetts Day will be observed
on May 19, and Vermont Day on the
27th of May. Kentucky will
remember her sons on June 10.
In July Florida will have the stage
with a talk on the Florida Brigade in
the Army of Northern Virginia by
Stuart Dempsey at 2:00 p.m. Illinois
Day will be observed on July 21 with
our own Gordon Dammann speaking
on the Illinois Cavalry in the
Maryland Campaign.
The rest of the schedule will follow in
the next newsletter. These events
offer unique opportunities for each of
us to broaden our horizons and
respect for those who came from far
away placed to these fields

REMEMBER
SPRING GUIDE
MEETING
Antietam Battlefield
Visitors Center
Friday, March 30
Dinner at 6PM
Meeting at 7PM

Current Guide List (19)
Randy Buchman
Tom Clemens
Gordon Dammann
Jeff Driscoll
Mike Gamble
John Hoptak
Steve Malovich
Justin Mayhue

In the Works

John Powell

We know that Tom Clemens is
finishing volume 2 of the
definitive edit and arrangement
of the Carmen manuscript. John
Hopsack is working on a book on
the Battle of Gettysburg. Stephen
Rocker’s book on the Images of
Antietam Volume 1 will be out
this year; and John Schildt has
two books in progress. One is on
the Twelfth Corps and the other
will be on Maryland at Antietam.
If you have an article or book that
you would like folks to hear
about, let us know and we will
mention it here in our newsletter.

Mike Priest
Stephen Recker
Brian Richardson
Jim Rosebrock
Gary Rohrer
Bill Sagle
Claude Schach
John Schildt
Joe Stahl
Dan Vermilya
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Antietam Echoes is a publication of Antietam Battlefield Guides, a division of Western Maryland Interpretive Association in partnership with
Antietam National Battlefield.
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