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Guidelines with Jim Rosebrock 

 

A new artillery position on the Tidball trail.  Part of the 
major artillery relocation this spring done in preparation for 
this year’s 150th anniversary celebration 

Note:  Superintendent Susan Trail’s column will 
return in our next newsletter  

As you read this, we will be well into the 2012 
season.  There are already 363 tours booked of 
which 111 occurred in May alone.  Walk-ins are 
also on the increase and account for fully one third 
of our business.  We are going to be very busy.  I 
continue to be proud to lead this organization this 
year.  Plans are well developed for our first ever 
Western Maryland Interpretive Association 
Autumn Symposium. It will be held on Thursday 
and Friday, October 11-12, 2012.  It begins 
Thursday evening with a get acquainted mixer for 
the guides and our guests. Titled Antietam Morning, 
the main event is a daylong program that focuses 
on the actions of Joseph Hookers First Corps and 
Stonewall Jackson’s three divisions.  There will be 
an evening dinner event where Antietam Ranger 
Dan Vermilya, recipient of SHAF’s first ever Harsh 
Award will reprise his work on the organization 

and capabilities of McClellan’s Army. The 
symposium is advertised in the July and August 
issues of Civil War News and has already started to 
get us some bookings.  It promises to be a great 
program and we look for this to be an annual 
program that will grow over the years.  We thank 
the National Park Service for approving this event.  
I hope everyone, guides and guide candidates will 
be interested in helping. 

I appreciate all the support that many of you are 
providing in staffing the Newcomer House this 

Continued on page 2 
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Question of the Day… 

The Army of Northern Virginia 
broke camp south of Frederick 
on September 10. It rained some 
on September 11 and again on 
the 12th. Yet Special Order No. 
191, wrapped around the cigars 
was dry and the writing legible. 
How did this happen? Where 
was the order, in a tree trunk? 
Under debris? Who knows? 

 

year.  Thanks to you, the house 
has been able to be opened every 
day since the beginning of the 
2012 season.  It is a great facility 
and we use if frequently for 
meetings and other guide events.  
I think we will continue to need 
your support for this over the 
season.   

Our Business and Marketing 
subcommittee has been very 
busy distributing our new rack 
cards to hotels, visitor centers 
and other locations in the past 
few weeks.  The Hagerstown 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
printed 10,000 beautiful rack 
cards free of charge and we are 
now spreading the word so to 
speak.   

Our highly motivated guide 
candidates are sharpening their 
interpretive skills and preparing 
for their final evaluations to 
become full-fledged guides.  I 
appreciate the support of their 
mentors and all of the guides 
who are willing to provide their 
perspective and share their own 
experiences with our new 
colleagues.  Because of a recent 
NPS determination that our 
three Antietam ranger-guides 
could no longer conduct private 
tours, we are retesting several 
folks who came close to passing 
the first written test and this will 
help us fill the gap.  On that 
note, I want to thank Rangers 
Mike Gamble, John Hoptak, and 
Dan Vermilya for their great 
service to the guide program 
over the years.  Though they are 
not presently giving tours, we 
still count them among our 
fraternity and will always 
include them in our social and 

educational events.  I know we 
can count on these gentlemen to 
continue to support our program 
in their capacity as rangers, 
primarily in helping us with the 
final testing of our guide 
candidates.   

As you know, we temporarily 
discontinued offering tours that 
included Harpers Ferry and 
South Mountain until we could 
determine our exact 
relationships with these parks.  
With respect to South Mountain, 
I learned from South Mountain 
park manager Dan Spedden that 
we may conduct tours there 
without limitation.  At Harpers 
Ferry, part of the issue was the 
establishment of a guide service 
by WMIA’s sister association at 
that park.  Ed Wenschof and I 
recently met with Dennis Frye 
and Todd Bolton from Harpers 
Ferry.  Interested guides may 
resume providing Maryland 
Campaign tours at Harpers 
Ferry upon completing an 
examination, a training class, 
and giving an evaluation tour.   
The Maryland Campaign exam 
is a combination essay/map 
exercise and not the 
comprehensive exam that will be 
taken by folks who want to give 
the comprehensive Harpers 
Ferry tour.  I sent details on this 
to all of you be email recently 
and I know that some of you will 
avail yourselves of this. 

The 150th Anniversary is now 
only three months away.  The 
Park Service has been doing a lot 
of planning for this.  While all of 
us can get our heads around the 
interpretation aspect of this, the 
logistics and traffic planning are 
daunting.  The number of 
visitors could potentially be on a 

scale that we have not seen before.  
Combined with the town of 
Sharpsburg’s own planned 
activities and two reenactments 
over two weekends, the crowds 
could be enormous.  It is no 
exaggeration to say that we will 
play a very significant role in this 
event.  I have provided the park 
staff with information on your 
individual availability over that 
weekend.  While each of us may 
have specific places that we may 
prefer to help, and the park service 
will attempt to accommodate that, 
please be flexible and help out 
where needed.  This will be an 
historic event and to play a role 
itself will be very rewarding. 

I hope to see everyone at the 
Roulette farm for our first ever 
guide picnic later this month on 
Friday, June 22.  It will be a chance 
to join with family, other guides 
and some of our ranger colleagues 
for an evening of good food, 
conversation, and reflection.  My 
sincere appreciation to John 
Schildt for all his hard work in 
organizing this and for promoting 
our social and collegial efforts in 
the guide service.   

So to all, have a safe, enjoyable 
summer season.  See you around 
the park! - Jim 

Guidelines continued from page 1 



 

 

Antietam Echoes Summer 2012 

3 

At the dedication of the Jackson Memorial Barracks in 
Lexington, Virginia, Dr. Hunter Holmes McGuire said 
“through the years they will come to Lexington to visit the 
places Jackson knew and his grave.” Through the years 
thousands have come to Antietam or Sharpsburg to 
remember what they did here. 

On April 28, Bill Sagle and Bob Casey met some of the 
descendents of Johnny Cook, the famed bugler of Battery 
B. Several years ago, a relative of David Thompson, the 
man who penned the words “the landscape turned red” 
visited the field and the advance of the 9th New York, let 
by Ernie and Jan Wetter. Descendents of General Nagle 
and of the Mumma family have been here.  They have 
come and continue to come. 

Still They Come 
By John Schildt  

e 

Continued on page 4 

                          Marty Pritchett on the field 

Antietam Echoes:  Last time we profiled Bill Sagle, 
one of our veteran guides.  This time, you will get 
to know a little more about Marty Pritchett long 
time Antietam volunteer, and one of the Class of 
2012 who is finishing up hi requirements for 
becoming guide.  Here in his own words is Marty 
Pritchett.  

Marty: My name is Martin Pritchett. I’m from 
Kansas. My Great Grandfather Frederick L. Chouteau 
Jr. was born in Indian Territory in what is currently 
modern northeast Oklahoma. I am a tribal member of 
the Shawnee Nation. One dark and dreary night 
while commanding a Coast Guard cutter providing 
water side protection for a newly commissioned 
Naval vessel in Baltimore Harbor I asked my 
crewman, who was from the State of Maryland, what 
the name of the ship we were guarding meant. He 
said “Antietam?” Yes, what does it mean? Well he 
and his fellow crewmen, who were also from 
Maryland, preceded to provide a vigorous and 
spirited description of the “bloodiest single day in US 
history” and generally chewed me out for not 
knowing of this significant event. I currently work 
for the Department of Homeland Security. I am 
retired from the US Coast Guard after 20 years of 
active service. My career in the US Coast Guard 
covered a variety of missions such as cutter 
operations enforcing international fishing laws with 
the CGC Comanche on the West Coast. I then 

Our Guide of the 
Quarter –            
Marty Pritchett 

The OT Reilly Award honors the memory of Antietam’s 
first battlefield guide.  Oliver Thomas Reilly a lifelong 
Sharpsburg resident was five years old at the time of the 
battle.  Becoming a guide at age fifteen he spent the 
remaining years of his life leading tours, collecting 
artifacts and sharing his knowledge and memories of the 
America’s bloodiest day and its effect to returning 
veterans and the public at large.   

The O.T. Reilly Award will be awarded annually to a 
guide who epitomizes the spirit of O.T. Reilly and 
exemplifies the highest standards of historical 
interpretation, scholarship, preservation, and 
dedication. 

Any guide is eligible to be nominated.  Other guides, 
rangers, WMIA staff, or anyone in the community 
having knowledge of significant contributions or service 
may make nominations.  The nomination should include 
the name of the nominee and a detailed narrative 
supporting the nomination.  If more than one person 
nominates the same guide, the nominations will be 
considered together.  Suggested length is two type 
written pages of 750 words or more.  Submit 
nominations to the Executive Director, WMIA no later 
than September 1, 2012. No emails please. 

All nominees will be recognized and the winner 
announced at the Fall Guide’s Dinner Meeting. 

Oliver Thomas Reilly Award 
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" Of all the men 
living, not 
excepting our 
incomparable Lee, 
himself, I would 
rather follow 
James Longstreet 
in a forlorn hope 
or desperate 
encounter against 
heavy odds. He 
was our hardest 
hitter." John Bell 
Hood after the war 
describing James 
Longstreet 

"The commander 
himself was of 
race horse stock; 
he ran until he 
dropped; and he 
expected no less 
from every man of 
his raw troops." 
Francis Walker after the 
war describing Edwin V. 
Sumner 

Robert E. Lee 

Marty Pritchett continued  

transferred to rescue boat operations 
and was a pilot on the Coast Guards 
44ft motor lifeboat designed to 
operate and survive in the hostile 
environment of the Northern 
California coastal waters.  I then 
finished my career in the 
environmental Hazardous Material 
Emergency response mission of the 
US Coast Guard and Environmental 
Protection Agency.  I became 
interested in the US Civil War 
around 25 years ago after being 
compelled (ordered by my boat 
crew) to visit the Antietam 
Battlefield where I was completely 
astounded by the event. I didn’t get a 
true appreciation of the tragedy until 
I visited the Antietam Battlefield.  As 
my career moved forward I sought 
out reading material to keep me 
occupied during long sea 
deployments and duty days.  As the 
years rolled by I read all that I could 
get my hands on and even dreamed 
of becoming a Gettysburg Tour 
Guide. However my Coast Guard 
career would not allow for me to be 
stationed anywhere near Gettysburg 
as there is obviously no coastline 
there. Shortly after I retired another 
tragic event would change all our 
lives forever. The terrorist events of 
911 caused the creation of security 
programs that demanded the talents 
that I honed during my active service 
and I was called to, of all places 
Kearneysville, WV to man a newly 
formed office under the Dept of 
Homeland Security at the Coast 
Guard facility there. When I realized 
my good luck to not only be able to 
assist my country but it also placed 
me close to the Antietam Battlefield 
where I immediately signed up as a 
volunteer and became a Battlefield 
Ambassador which I have been for 
the last six years. The exposure, 
studying, and learning from the 
outstanding people that make up the 
staff, volunteers, and guides made it 

possible for me to become an Antietam 
National Battlefield professional Guide 
and I am eternally grateful to be able to 
give back what has been a blessing to 
me.  

Antietam Echoes:  We are glad to have 
you aboard Marty.  Best wishes to you 
as you pursue your dream as a guide.  

 

Map  Challenge 

As guides, we pride ourselves on a 
detailed knowledge of the battlefield.  
Here is a little piece of the 1908 
Carmen Copes Map.  Where is this 
located on the battlefield? The answer 
will be in the next edition of the 
newsletter. 

  

Last newsletter map answer: Starke 
Avenue 

Antietam guide Bill Sagle recently lead a group of 
guides and candidates on a trek covering the 
advance of Hood’s division.  They stand at the 
position of Dunbar Ransom’s Battery C, 5th U.S. 
Artillery just north of the Cornfield 

Memorial Day at Antietam 
National Cemetery 
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THE MARINES HAVE LANDED! 

On May 17, 2012, 
three hundred 
young officers of 
the U.S. Marine 
Corps took a staff 
ride at the 
battlefield.  It was 
one of the largest 
tours that the 
guides have ever 

done and included the services of John Schildt, Stephen 
Recker, Bill Sagle, Mike Priest, Randy Buchman and Jim 
Rosebrock.   

They followed in the footsteps of several hundred Marines 
who camped in the fields just east of the National 
Cemetery for training and small unit tactics during the 
summer of 1924. Equipment included a combination of the 
old and the new – 19th century horse transport, and 20th 
century trucks.  A pipeline was laid to the Big Spring in 
Sharpsburg for water.  The Marines remained for two 
months.   

The Western Maryland Interpretive Association  

                      Autumn Symposium 

ANTIETAM MORNING 
                    Joseph Hooker vs  

                    Stonewall Jackson 

 

       October 11 - 12, 2012 

                            presented by 

            The Antietam Battlefield Guides 

                       In cooperation with  

                  The National Park Service  

             and Antietam National Battlefield 

 

If you are interested in participating, see Joe Stahl for details  

A rare group photograph taken at the last guides meeting in March, 
2012.  Front Row John Schildt, Tom Clemens, John Powell, Stephen 
Recker, Claude Schach, Justin Mayhue, Jim Rosebrock. Back Row: 
Mike Gamble, Bill Sagle, Stephen Malovich, Gordon Dammann, John 
Hoptak, Joe Stahl and Gary Rohrer  

Bloggers in Our Midst 
A number of guides have some great blogs. Randy 
Buchman is a prolific blogger at Enfilading Lines.  He posts 
almost daily on events 150 years ago.  His articles are 
informative and interesting.  We also learn of Randy’s 
interest in Abner Doubleday and of his dream to one day 
write a book on the redoubtable general.  Keep it coming 
Randy! 

A recent addition to the blogging community is Kevin 
Pawlak, a guide candidate and volunteer at Antietam 
National Battlefield.  Kevin is also interning this summer at 
Harper’s Ferry.  Kevin’s blog titled Antietam Brigades 
provides in depth looks at the brigades that fought at 
Antietam.  We checked out his first post on Abram 
Duryee’s brigade and it is a good combination of photos, 
Carmen maps, and information on the action by these 
soldiers who were first into the Cornfield.  Look for  links 
to all of our bloggers at our Facebook page. 
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Last summer I took Ian Caldwell and his companion on 
a tour of Antietam at the end of which he said that 
when he returned to Australia, he was going to ask the 

American Civil War 
Round Table of 

Australia 
(ACWRTA) to invite 
me to speak at their 
annual Civil War 
conference.  I never 
gave it further 
thought until I got 
the invitation that 
fall. I left the states 

on March 20 and arrived back in Baltimore at 1:30 a.m. 
March 31. During my visit, I spoke at the ACWRTA 
annual conference (March 24) and at its monthly 
meeting (March 28) in Melbourne on South Mountain 
and Antietam respectively.  The Queensland Round 
Table flew me to Brisbane for a Pickett’s Charge talk on 
March 26. 

My hosts, Jeff Yuille (Ewell), Mike Gill, and John 
Duncan could not have been more gracious. I visited a 
remarkable wildlife preserve north of Melbourne, got 
to feed parrots from my hand, and took some great 
photos of “roos” and koalas. More importantly, I 
connected with a part of my past. My father served 
with the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, First Marine 
Division on Guadalcanal. He was sent with his 
Division to Australia for R&R. I got to see several spots 
where his battalion bivouacked. At their war memorial 
to WWI and WWII Australia’s servicemen who saw 
action in both wars, I stood under the North Carolina 
pine which the First Marine Division planted as a 
sapling in memoriam to its fallen men. Mike Gill whose 
father served on the Canal with the 7th Marines, 
received one of the 50 short lived and unapproved 
“George Medals” issued to the men who served on the 
Canal. He very graciously allowed me to photograph it. 

The trip was one of a lifetime, a place where in my 
wildest imagination I would never have expected to 
see. The Aussies have a deep attachment to our 
country, one that I never realized. I will never forget 
their generosity and great hospitality.  G’day mates.  -  
Mike Priest 

Going to the Land of OZ 
By Mike Priest 

FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

Last fall I got a call from 
Peter Lockwood, who 
invited to speak at the 
American Civil War 
Roundtable of the 
United Kingdom in 
April of this year.  I was 
sort of flabbergasted that 
someone would pay my 
expenses to fly over the 
England just to hear me 

speak, but after consulting with Angela and my boss, I 
agreed to go.  Their Spring Conference was in Oxford 
England, an incredible and picturesque town northwest 
of London.  The speakers were me and Tim Smith from 
Shiloh as they wanted the both eastern and western 1862 
campaigns covered.  They also had a couple local 
speakers who did a fine job.  To justify the expense they 
had Tim and me do two presentations.  My first was 
“Lee’s intentions in the Maryland Campaign” and the 
next day “How & Why George McClellan Won the Battle 
of Antietam.”  You can guess the reception to the second, 
but I think I made a convert of two.   

The level of 
knowledge of the 
membership was very 
impressive.  In a room 
of about 80-90 people 
almost half had visited 
Antietam, and almost 
all had read at least 
one book on the 
campaign or battle.  It 

was a bit tough overcoming the “language barrier” but 
once I learned the proper pronunciation and alternate 
terms for bathroom, elevator, etc. I got on just fine.  They 
had book raffles, lots of books for sale, and a very nice 
formal dinner preceded by a sing-along of Civil War 
tunes.  All was done in the usual English style of half 
serious, half self-deprecating.  

The American Civil War 
Roundtable of the United 
Kingdom by Tom Clemens 

Continued on page 7 



 

 

Antietam Echoes Summer 2012 

7 

In the Works 

Volume 2 of Tom’s edition of Carmen’s Maryland Campaign is expected in 
print this September.  We look forward to seeing it. 

Stephen Recker’s long awaited book Rare Images of Antietam and the 
Photographers Who Took Them is scheduled for release this September as well. 

 “It may be said 
with truth that no 
place in the 
United States 
experienced more 
of the horrors of 
war.”  This was 
the sentiment 
expressed by 

Joseph Barry to describe the town of 
Harpers Ferry at the close of the Civil 
War.  The horrors Barry referenced are 
described in vivid detail by Dennis 
Frye in Harpers Ferry under Fire, A 
Border Town in the American Civil War 
(Harpers Ferry Historical Association, 
2012, 200pgs.), and the story is 
fascinating.  When John Brown chose to 
disturb this bustling industrial town in 
1859 it boasted government armory and 
arsenal, a critical railroad junction, 
several thriving industries and over 
3,000 residents.  By 1865 four years of 
war had destroyed the government 
facilities, ruined the industries and 
barely 300 residents remained.  The 
story of how and why this happened is 
expertly woven into a readable, lively 
and profusely illustrated book easily 
read in a few hours.  Following a 
chronological framework Frye describe 
one of the most important, hence one of 
the most contested, geographical points 
along the border of North and South.  
Aimed towards the casual reader, 
Harpers Ferry under Fire is remarkably 
clear and understandable; yet there is 
enough detail to satisfy well-seasoned 
Civil Warriors.   

Frye’s focus is not limited to 
the military story of this unfortunate 
town, as he skillfully blends in the 
civilian experience as well as those who 
came to the Ferry to succor the 
wounded and sick and ordinary 
citizens who struggled to survive 
amidst to changing forces domination 
the region.  In an almost chilling sense, 
Frye demonstrates how loyalty often 
was shunted aside in favor of survival.  

Harpers Ferry Under Fire     Reviewed by Tom Clemens 

The wonder is that the 300 who stayed in 
the town were able to support 
themselves at all.  The ebb and flow of 
troops, both Blue and Gray, through the 
town almost leaves one breathless just 
reading it.  For those who experienced it 
the horror was much worse.   

Adding greatly to this book are 
the many color illustrations appearing on 
nearly every page.  Many are quite rare 
and seldom seen, others though familiar, 
dramatically amplify the context of the 
story.  All the major players in the tale 
are pictured, and several color maps 
depict the attacks and defenses of the 
town.  It is obvious that Frye has combed 
his nearly life-time research of Harpers 
Ferry in the Civil War to create this 
delightful book.  Novice enthusiasts and 
casual readers will obtain a good 
working knowledge of the town and its 
struggles with contesting armies, shifting 
economics, and forces of nature, while 
experts will discover dimensions and 
tidbits previously unaddressed.  This 
book is a must-read for anyone wishing 
to understand the story of Harpers Ferry.  
– Tom Clemens 

 

 

One fellow pulled me aside to 
ask where I lived.  I responded 
with generalities, “Western 
MD,” “near Sharpsburg,” etc.  
He kept pressing me until I said 
Main St. in Keedysville and he 
excitedly replied, “I lived on 
Snyder’s Landing Road for a few 
years.”  Turns out he was a naval 
officer stationed at Bethesda NH, 
and was married to a British 
lady.  They retired to England, 
but he knew this area very well.  
Imagine my surprise traveling 
3,000 mile to meet someone who 
lived practically around the 
corner!   

 My wife Angela was able to 
accompany me, she was 
stationed in England for two 
years a while back, so she did all 
the driving.  We were able to 
visit the old part of Oxford for 
two afternoons, saw Christ 
Church on the Oxford University 
campus; eat in a pub frequented 
by Shakespeare; drink in a pub 
visited by Winston Churchill, 
and Bill Clinton when he was 
visiting Chelsea.  The town is 
just full of old buildings, many 
dating to the 1600’s, some older.  
Blackwell’s Bookstore covers 
about half a block, just opposite 
the University, and was 
incredible.  Angela went 
adventuring; (Lord knows she’s 
heard me speak enough!) drove 
to Stratford to visit sites 
frequented by the Bard.  It was 
difficult to take it all in, and we 
hope to re-visit soon to see what 
we missed this trip.  If any of 
you ever get invited to attend the 
meeting of this group, I highly 
recommend doing going, they 
were a great group of people.  It 
was a wonderful experience for 
us; one we’ll treasure forever. 

 

From UK Round Table 
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Gary Rohrer and Kevin Pawlak at School House 
Ridge outside of Harpers Ferry recently 
preparing for the Harpers Ferry guide test 
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